Dental Implants — your guide

During the last 30 years the use of dental implants has
changed dentistry beyond recognition. Implants are no
longer considered experimental and it is equally rare to
come across situations where they cannot be used at all.

What is a dental implant?

A dental implant is essentially a substitute for a natural root
and commonly it is screw or cylinder shaped.

In order to support replacement teeth, dental implants
normally have some form of internal screw thread or post
space that allows a variety of components (known as
abutments) to be fitted. Once fitted, these components
provide the foundation for long-term support of crowns,
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~ Crown How many teeth can be supported by implants?

All the common forms of tooth replacement, such as bridges
or dentures can be replaced by dental implants.

If you are missing just one natural tooth, then one implant is
normally all that will be needed to provide a replacement.
Larger spaces created by two, three or more missing teeth do
not necessarily need one implant per tooth; however the
exact number of implants will depend upon the quality and
volume of bone at each potential implant site.

Who is suitable for dental implants?

H th If you have good general health then dental implants will almost certainly work for you.
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. However, habits such as heavy drinking or smoking can increase the number of problems
fantastlc associated with initial healing and thereafter may negatively influence the long-term
. health of gum and bone surrounding each implant. Remaining teeth might also be
Smlle yOU compromised making treatment planning less certain.
have Do you need to have a healthy mouth?
a|WayS When you first enquire about dental implants it is often in response to an awareness of
d d ongoing dental problems or the recent loss of teeth. Each of these problems will need to be
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diagnosed and treated in a logical manner, often placing implants in order to establish
Of healthier conditions.

Making your teeth look good makes you feel confident.
And that’s all part of being healthy.
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